
In this issue of Shroudlines we are going 
to do something completely new, by doing 
something completely old. You see, at 
this time of year it is only natural to start 
to look back on years gone by and think, 
”what the heck happened to all those 
stinkin’ years????” This is especially true 
when you are the editor of a newsletter 
who just passed the half century 
mark...and who also has very little in 
current content (shameless plug).  
 
Therefore we are turning back the pages 
of time 25 years….to a time when G’s 
were a HUGE deal, we had really big 
contests and people actually wrote 
technical articles. It was a time when the 
newsletter (then called Dallas Rocketry) 
was actually monthly. When dot matrix 
was high tech and black and white photos 
were all you were going to get so you 
better not whine about it, mister, or I’ll 

Special points of interest: 

 

 “Ignition!” To the WABAC     
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 Bill’s Something Volume Two! 
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 How to contribute!!!! Really!!!!  
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Carl Feldhaus and Stu Powley watch a launch of….something… in about 1988. I 
also caught half of Bob Turner to the right. I don’t know who those people are in the 
background, but there should be a law against those shorts… Just sayin’...  

give you something to whine about! 
 
The end result is a newsletter that is 
bigger than anything we have ever 
published, and takes care of the fact that I 
only have one item from a club member 
for this issue (another shameless plug, 
with a bit of guilting). That item will be run 
at the beginning of this issue, with makes 
it even MORE huge. Cool, huh? (Thanks 
Bill!) 
 
So sit back, set the VCR to record that 
new “Simpsons” cartoon (because it will 
probably only last a season), turn up 
Bruce Hornsby and the Range, try to 
forget about that Jim Bakker scandal, and 
dig into Dallas Rocketry November and 
December issues, 1987…. 
 
Enjoy! 
  



C.  Fly to 1492 for a D.  Fly to 
2013 and you get a J.  Well, you 
get the idea. 
 
If you are consistent, you can fly 
the model on the same motor eve-
ry time and try for "five of a kind," 
a very good hand.  If you miss it 
by a little, you can still have a "four 
of a kind," or a "full house" (three 
of one and two of another.)  Be-
cause it is harder to do, we will 
deviate from traditional poker rules 
and make a "straight", five consec-
utive increasing values, worth 
more than a "five of a kind."  So if 
you can use different motors and 
make your model reach 545, 632, 
796, 840 and 972 feet, you will 
have a "9 high straight." 
 
The higher your flights, the more 
your hand will be worth.  Five 9s 
beat five 8s.  But be aware that 
the higher you go, the more diffi-
cult it will be to be predictable or 
consistent.  And keep in mind that 
you have to recover the rocket 
and the altimeter after every flight. 
 
So how about it?  Would you like 
to give this game a try in the new 
year? 
 
If you would like to discuss this 
further, post your comments to the 
DARS-General Yahoo group at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
DARS-General or Ye Old Rocket 
Forum at http://
oldrocketforum.com where I like to 
hang around. 
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It is more than amazing the ad-
vanced onboard instrumentation 
available to us today.  When I flew 
rockets as a kid, I could not even 
dream of what we can now do.  I 
bought another Jolly Logic  
altimeter at NARAM in Michigan 
this past summer and had plenty 
of time on the road back to think 
about how to use and abuse 
it.  The small and lightweight unit 
can fit within a BT-20 tube and 
report how high a rocket flies. 
 
DARS has held many contests in 
its long history.  We just finished 
with the Fall Classic, an informal 
contest celebrating the history of 
the hobby.  We have several seri-
ous competitions each year based 
on the NAR "Pink Book" for points 
toward the yearly national champi-
onship.  From time to time, some-
one will hold a "fun" contest just 
for the challenge and entertain-
ment value. 
 
With that third category in mind, I 
hereby present Rocket Altitude 
Poker: 
 
Make five rocket flights with an 
altimeter aboard to report their ap-
ogees.  The number of hundreds 
of feet attained determines the 
value of the "card" for that 
flight.  We will use an extended 
version of the hexadecimal num-
ber system from the computer in-
dustry to denote the face value of 
cards.  For example, fly to 155 
feet, you have a one in your 
hand.  Fly to 545 feet, you have a 
5.  Fly to 972 feet, you have a 
9.  Fly to 1044 feet and you have 
an A (treat an A as being one larg-
er than a 9.)  Fly to 1203 and you 
get a B.  Fly to 1336 and you get a 

  Bill’s Something- Volume Two 
By Bill Gee 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

And now the 
gears begin to 
turn on our time           
machine...next 

stop...1987! 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DARS-General
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DARS-General
http://oldrocketforum.com
http://oldrocketforum.com
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Left to right: Chas Russell, Gary Briggs and John Dyer in deep competition 
mode at FYBOO ,10. 
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Note: Originally drawn on 8 1/2 X11 paper. 
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The Dallas Area Rocket Society is a non-profit chartered section of the National Association of 

Rocketry (“NAR”). Its purpose is to promote the hobby of consumer rocketry in the Dallas/Ft. 

Worth metropolitan area. 
 
Membership in DARS is open to all interested persons. Membership in NAR is encouraged, but 

not required. Annual dues are $10.00 for individuals and $15.00 for families. The entire family, 

including children, are welcomed to the meetings. Go to the website and fill out and send an   

application to join or renew your membership. 
 
The club normally meets on the first Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m.   
 

Visit the DARS website for the meeting location: www.dars.org 
 

 

 

 

Stay connected! All of us 
will reach greater heights 
with  your attendance at 
the club meetings. 

DARS Officers 

President Jack Sprague 

Vice President John Dyer 

Treasurer Suzie Sprague 

Secretary Bill Gee 

NAR Senior Advisor Sam Barone 

How to Contribute to Shroudlines 

And now for the “last page begging part” of our publication. As I 
have made clear in the past, without you, we have no 
newsletter. We all have differing interests and areas of 
expertise, and that is exactly what this newsletter needs!  
 
Once again, I’d like to thank all of those who have contributed 
material so far. You are very much appreciated! Still, we need 
more! Therefore, if you have any kind of article, picture, 
cartoon, rambling, etc., just send it to stu29573@yahoo.com. I 
usually work best with Word documents, and JPEG files, but I 
can make just about anything work if I have to. I can also 
handle stuff that is written down, but that means I have to type 
and that can be a bit touch and go… But I’ll take it anyway! 
 
You can also give me things at the meetings (which I almost 
never miss...almost), and I promise to try my best not to lose 
them. I can return stuff at the next meeting if need be.  
 
As I have said many times in the past,  I really want this 
newsletter to be by the club and for the club. You guys can 
think up much better stuff than I can (as is evidenced by the 
articles we’ve been getting lately). So, stop just thinking about 
maybe writing something and actually do it! You’ll be glad you 
did! (as will everyone who reads it!) 



W W W .D AR S . OR G  

J. Stuart Powley 

3501 Christopher Dr. 

Rowlett, TX  75088 

Dallas Area Rocket Society 

(“DARS”) 

 

Permission to reprint articles is given as 

long as proper credit is given to author and 

DARS. 
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Vendor List (* DARS member discount—confirm before ordering) 

Aerospace Specialty Products Aerotech Consumer Aerospace 

Apogee Components Art Applewhite Rockets  (* 20%) 

BRS Hobbies CLE ENterprises 

Dr. Zooch Rockets Excelsior Rocketry 

FlisKits, Inc Hawks Hobby 

Hobby Town USA (Walnut Store 10%) JonRocket 

Madcow Rocketry Mercury Engineering Co. 

Pemberton Technologies Public Missiles Ltd 

QModeling Quest Aerospace, Inc. 

Quickburst Red Arrow Hobbies 

Red River Rocketry (8.25% on field) Roadrunner Rocketry 

Rocket Aero Rocketarium 

Semroc Astronautics Corporation Sirius Rocketry 

Sunward Aerospace Group Limited The Squirrel Works Model Rocketry  

RC Zone (*10%)  

http://rczone.biz/

